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November Newsletter

Happy Holidays from the Archives!

Walnut Ridge Feud among the
State’s Longest Running
Arkansas has a long history of violent
feuds and duels, going back even to its
Territorial days, but a feud in Walnut Ridge
is among the state’s longest running.
Late in the afternoon of March 4, 1905,
Walnut Ridge City Marshal Lee Ridgeway
attempted to arrest 23-year-old farmer
Edward Bagley for public intoxication.
Bagley resisted arrest and fought with
Ridgeway, who shot Bagley three times.
Bagley died, and Ridgeway surrendered to
Deputy Sheriff Lou Graff.
The incident sparked a feud that lasted 11
years.
Read More

Students Present Bicentennial
Project to SARA Staff
A student-led history project is now a
permanent part of our branch archives!
Students from Hope Public School’s
Environmental and Spatial Technology
(EAST) program recently presented our
staff with an overview of research on the
history of public education in Hempstead
County.
The project, “200 Years of Education in
Hempstead County,” is in honor of the
county’s bicentennial.
We are excited to collaborate!
Read more

NEARA Honors, Seeks Volunteers
It’s time for researchers to get started on their manuscripts for our upcoming NEARA
Award for Exemplary Archival Research. The winner earns $1,000!
We also want to say “thank you” to volunteers who participated Nov. 10 in Volunteer Day.
Volunteers and staff processed more than four boxes of material and created 75 new
files indexed into our database.
Read More

Check out our Curtis H. Sykes Grant!
We are now taking applications for the Curtis H. Sykes
Memorial Grant Program! The deadline to submit an
application is Jan. 2.
Also, we are holding a grant-writing workshop from 9
a.m. to noon this Saturday. The workshop is meant to
help applicants through the process!
Anyone interested in attending should call 501-6826892 or email Tatyana Oyinloye
attatyana.oyinloye@arkansas.gov.

Read More

Pen to Podium Keeps History Alive!
We wrapped up this year’s Pen to Podium lecture series with a fascinating look at Fort
Smith during the early 1900s.
Ben Boulden, historian, author, professor and former journalist, discussed unionization
among women in 1917, the Red Light District that temporarily legalized prostitution, and
powerful women who helped shape Fort Smith. His lecture is from his book, “Hidden
History of Fort Smith, Arkansas.”
Attendees were treated to rough-and-tumble stories about Fort Smith residents and how
and why the city remains different from other Arkansas cities.
Boulden’s lecture helped us keep history alive! Check out our video of the lecture,
photos and more!
Read More
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